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Disposition of Claims 

4) E><3 Claim(s) U? is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Knowles (US 2003/0079227) in view of Kim (US 6,519,412). 

Considering claim 1 , Knowles discloses an apparatus for integrating 
passwords for accessing programming from multiple sources (paragraph 0073, 
lines 1-12), the apparatus comprising: a memory (paragraph 0072, lines 11-12) 
for storing a first password (password for a young child — paragraph 0072, lines 
1-5) associated with a first source of programming (an IPG that is particular to a 
first source — paragraph 0073, line 1 - paragraph 0074, line 9); temporary 
memory (7 in figure 1B shows memory to temporarily store input data, i.e. 
password— paragraph 0072, lines 11-12 and paragraph 0077, lines 7-12) for 
temporarily storing said first password during use; and means for replacing said 
first password in said temporary storage with said second password to enable 
said second password to allow access to programming from said first and second 
sources (the said means is a microprocessor (10 in figure 1B) that associates 
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the user profile information with the password stored in memory to determine the 

* 

level of access control for that particular user — paragraph 0072, lines 5-16. 
Therefore, when the parents enter their master password and the access level is 
at its highest, they have access to programming from said first and second 
source without the need to enter their child's password associated with a limited 
programming source — paragraph 0072, line 1 - paragraph 0074, line 9). 

Knowles fails to explicitly disclose a removable memory for storing a 
second password associated with a second source of programming. However, 
Knowles discloses a memory (paragraph 0072, lines 11-12) for storing a second 
password (older teenager's password— paragraph 0072, lines 1-4) associated 
with a second source of programming (an IPG that is particular to a second 
source— paragraph 0073, line 1 - paragraph 0074, line 9). 

In analogous art, Kim discloses a removable memory (i.e. a smart card) 
for storing password data associated with a second source of programming (i.e. 
digital versatile disc player) (column 4, lines 42-61 and column 6, lines 26-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Knowles' system to include a removable memory, 
as taught by Kim, for the benefit of avoiding the need for a "password input 
menu" by using a removable memory (i.e. a smart card) that has the password 
data therein, so as to input the password data by a card reader (column 7, lines 
57-62). 
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Claim 2 is met by the combination Knowles and Kim. In particular, 
Knowles discloses that the first and second password each comprise a master 
password (There is a master password that can override both the said first and 
second passwords for every user associated with each IPG — paragraph 0071, 
line 1 - paragraph 0072, line 12). 

Claim 3 is met by the combination of Knowles and Kim. In particular, 
Knowles discloses that the first and second password each further comprises a 
sub-profile password (paragraph 0072, lines 1-16). 

■ 

Claim 4 is met by the combination Knowles and Kim. In particular, Kim 
discloses that the said removable memory is a smart card (column 6, lines 26- 
47). 

Considering claim 5, Knowles discloses a method for integrating 
passwords for accessing multiple sources of programming in an integrated 
television system, the method comprising: processing a first password (master 
password) if the integrated television system receives said first password, where 
said first password enables access to said multiple sources of programming; and 
processing a second password (child's password with limited access level) if the 
integrated television system fails to receive said first password (paragraph 0104, 
line 5 - paragraph 01 05, line 11). 
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Knowles fails to explicitly disclose an access card for storing a first 
password associated with a first source of programming. 

In analogous art, Kim discloses an access card (i.e. a smart card) for 
storing password data associated with a first source of programming (i.e. digital 
versatile disc player) (column 4, lines 42-61 and column 6, lines 26-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Knowles' system to include an access card, as 
taught by Kim, for the benefit of avoiding the need for a "password input menu" 
by using an access card (i.e. a smart card) that has the password data therein, 
so as to input the password data by a card reader (column 7, lines 57-62). 

Claim 6 is met by the combination Knowles and Kim. In particular, 
Knowles discloses that the first and second password each comprise a master 
password (There is a master password that can override both the said first and 
second passwords for every user associated with each IPG— paragraph 0071, 
line 1 - paragraph 0072, line 12). 

Claim 7 is met by the combination of Knowles and Kim. In particular, 
Knowles discloses that the first and second password each further comprises a 
sub-profile password (paragraph 0072, lines 1-16). 
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Claim 8 is met by the combination Knowles and Kim. In particular, 
Knowles discloses writing said second password (child's password with limited 
access level) to temporary storage for use when a first password (master 

» * 

password) is not received; and overwriting said second password in temporary 
storage with said first password when said first password is received (The 
passwords are stored in their respective memory location and when the master 
password is received, it overrides the other passwords so as to acquire the 
highest access level— paragraph 0072, lines 1-16 and paragraph 0104, line 5 - 
paragraph 0105, line 11). 

Claim 9 is met by the combination of Knowles and Kim. In particular, Kim 
discloses validating said access card before using said first password (column 1, 
lines 53-60 and column 6, lines 42-47). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Harun M. Yimam whose telephone number is 
571-272-7260. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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